
Reclamation’s SEIS Team
Reclamation has contracted with Cardno ENTRIX to 
conduct the analyses and prepare the Supplemental 
EIS. Established in 1945 in Brisbane, Australia, 
Cardno has become one of the top international 
firms listed by the Engineering News and Record, 
with more than 160 offices and 4,200 employees 
worldwide. Cardno ENTRIX is one of the largest 
pure environmental and natural resource management 
consulting firms in the United States. The firm 
has a long history of working with Reclamation in 
preparing National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
documents on large-scale Reclamation projects 
dealing with interstate and international issues.

Cooperating Agencies
Reclamation recently met with five federal, state, 
and local agencies who have agreed to participate as 
cooperating agencies to provide guidance on issues, 
provide data, and review technical work during 
the SEIS process. Key objectives and issues were 
discussed with this cooperating agency team, along 
with the approaches to be used to evaluate the issues 
and the major milestones in the process of preparing 
the SEIS.  The following are Cooperating Agencies:
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
• North Dakota State Water Commission
• City of Minot
• Garrison Diversion Conservancy District

Water Needs & Supply Assessment
Northwestern North Dakota has experienced water 
supply problems for many years.  Many municipalities 
and small communities, as well as farms and 
ranches, currently obtain their water supplies from 
groundwater sources that are of poor quality.  Many 
of the cities and rural water systems do not currently 
meet secondary standards of the federal Safe Drinking 
Water Act.  Groundwater sources may be sufficient 
in some areas, but not without developing additional 
well fields, pipelines, and treatment capabilities.  A 
few cities have been able to take advantage of surface 
water supplies; however, water from the Souris 
River is considered marginal from both a quality and 
quantity standpoint. 

Reclamation has initiated a Water Needs and Supply 
Assessment to provide updated estimates for future 
water demands and water supplies in the Project Missouri River and Hudson Bay basins.

service area.  This assessment will provide projections 
for water needs through the year 2060.   The updated 
water demands and supply projections will be used 
in the SEIS to develop reasonable and practicable 
alternatives that meet the Project’s purpose and need. 
With assistance from the North Dakota State Water 
Commission, communities and rural water systems 
have been surveyed to gather information about 
their existing water supply and treatment facilities 
and capacities, as well as information on their future 
plans. Projected water needs will be compared to the 
capacity of existing surface water and groundwater 
supplies to determine future water needs. Potential 
alternatives to the current plan to withdraw water 
from Lake Sakakawea may include aquifer storage 
and recovery, additional wellfield development with 
enhanced groundwater treatment, offstream reservoirs, 
and enhanced water conservation, among others.  
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Project Service Area. Northwest Area Water Supply project service area.
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